






















RYDEN ARCHITECTS

Since being founded in Phoenix in 1984, Ryden 
Architects, Inc. has successfully provided our 
clients, colleagues and communities of the 
Southwest with a unique blend of professional 
services in architecture, planning and historic 
preservation.  Ryden Architects’ professional 
portfolio demonstrates our interest in a broad 
range of project and building types.  Our fi rm 
works at many different scales, spanning from 
buildings to urban centers, creating designs and 
master plans for new and existing properties. 

Ryden Architects was launched with a com-
mission to rehabilitate the 1911 Phoenix Union 
High School campus as the City Court and 
County offi ces.  It led to a continuous string of 
related commissions on the campus that lasted 
until 2005.  Arizona State Parks was another 
initial client whom we serve to this day in 
recreational and cultural resource management.  
We have taken the cause of historic preserva-
tion and economic development to Arizona’s 
rural communities by serving the Arizona 
Main Street Program and the State Historic 
Preservation Offi ce. 

By strategically limiting our fi rm size and 
developing a reputation as skilled preservation-
ists, Ryden Architects has been blessed with 
the ability to select projects that are personally 
gratifying and professionally rewarding.  We 
augment our own small staff as needed for spe-
cifi c projects by rallying a multi-disciplinary 
team of trusted consulting engineers, historians 
and archaeologists.  We have developed this 

method of collaboration to suit our specialized 
interest in historic preservation.  Our size and 
mode of operation allows our principal archi-
tect to be personally involved with the client in 
every project from beginning to end.
Ryden Architects has developed a unique 
design process that combines traditional and 
modern tools for documentation, design and 
presentation.  As demonstrated by this portfolio 
the integration of sketch pad with the computer 
allows us the free-fl owing creativity of artistry 
to integrate with the knife-blade accuracy of 
technology.  It is a methodology well-suited 
to a fi rm paradoxically “on the cutting edge of 
low technology.”

By following the unassuming role of a pres-
ervationist, Ryden Architects has shifted the 
paradigm of traditional architectural practice 
and transcended the usual local boundar-
ies of an architect’s role.  Ryden Architects 
has undoubtedly had more infl uence on the 
government, community, profession and 
Institute through our role as the collaborative 
historic preservationist and advocate than as a 
mainstream architect designing individual new 
buildings.  This is the one course we set and 
have faithfully followed for over 25 years.   

Through those years Ryden Architects has 
proudly fostered several young architects and 
planners who have now set out on to pursue 
their own visions, including Bob Graham, 
Debbie Parmiter, Lonnie Dickson and Jorge 
Colon.   

Firm History
1984 - PRESENT

The Greystones
Ryden Architects HQ - 1990 to 1998

Phoenix Union Highschool
Ryden Architects HQ  - 1984 to 1989

TOP: 902 W. McDowell Rd.  
Ryden Architects HQ - 1998 to Present



J. Erik  Ryden, BS - Planning

An Arizona State University graduate in 
urban planning, Erik employs his remark-
able skills in computer graphics and 
rendering to illustrate the fi rm’s design 
concepts.  His experience in urban design 
serves well the large-scale planning proj-
ects of Ryden Architects.                                               

Don W. Ryden, AIA

Born and raised in Phoenix and educated 
at Arizona State University’s College of 
Architecture (1973), Don Ryden has watched 
and wondered at the direction of the tremen-
dous post-WWII growth of the Southwest.  
Having a life-long appreciation for the local 
heritage, indigenous building methods and 
environmental design strategies of the past, 
Don continues striving to make a difference 
today in the way people approach building 
design and urban development for the future.  
The signifi cant infl uence of his respected 
mentors and employers, including George W. 
Christensen, FAIA, Calvin Straub, FAIA, and 
Gerald A. Doyle, FAIA, is refl ected in Don’s 
approach to distinctive design, consultant col-
laboration, and client relations.
 

Don Ryden is a well-rounded profes-
sional who tirelessly pursues the practice of 
architecture with a sincere concern for the 
environment, respect for the cultural context, 
and adherence to the timeless doctrines of 
harmonious design.  He relishes his role as 
architect, planner and advocate of historic 
preservation.  Don advantageously uses his 
gift of sketching as one of his best tools in the 
design process and communications.  

Don has been a member of the American 
Institute of Architects (Central Arizona 
Chapter) since 1977 and served as the State 
Historic Preservation coordinator for the AIA 
AZ from 1988 through 1994.  He has been 
a member of the Arizona Historic Advisory 
Commission from 1996 to the present.   
Continuously serving on or chairing the State 
Historic Sites Review Committee from 1988 
to the present, Don advises the State Historic 
Preservation Offi cer.  In 1994 Don Ryden was 
honored with the Governor’s Merit Award 
for Historic Preservation for his individual 
contributions to “the Cause.” 
 

Biography



CONTRIBUTIONS
For over a quarter century Ryden 
Architects has consistently advocated a 
design philosophy that “celebrates the past 
and designs the future.”  
As a fi rm known for its accomplishments 
in historic preservation, Ryden Architects 
transcends the commonly perceived limits of 
building restoration to a far-reaching practice 
that touches all aspects and scales of heritage 
conservation.  

We see our portfolio of professional work as 
progressive architecture and planning that 
expresses contemporary life in the context 
of the past for future generations.  
Ryden Architects’ work is not so much about 
historic preservation as it is about “change 
management.”  Not every old building 
deserves to be saved.  Important buildings 
from the past should not be preserved in a jar 
like an old pickle.  But rather, they should be 
adapted for appropriate new uses that retain 
the architectural integrity which conveys their 
historic signifi cance.  We combine heritage 
conservation with modern construction to 
create a lively sense of place inspired by 
timeless principles of design.  

The staff of Ryden Architects approaches 
the design process using a powerful 
combination of traditional and modern 
“tools of the trade” – the sketch pad of an 
insightful artist and the computer of a savvy 
technician.  As a small fi rm specializing in 
heritage conservation, Ryden Architects often 
guides or collaborates with other professional 
fi rms to create innovative projects that blend 
and contrast simultaneously the old with the 
new.  

We strive to design in a manner which 
complements, yet defers, to the contextual 
environment in which we work.  If at fi rst 
glance you don’t notice that we were there, 
then we have done our job well.  Our work is 
evolutionary, not revolutionary; not a novelty 
for the sake of being unusual.  Yet our work is 
not dull, mundane or lifeless, for it embodies 
the timeless principles of life-form proportions 
and the playfulness of underlying pattern 
language.  Our designs in architecture and 
planning create a sense of place that is alive, 
spirited, harmonious, and real.

By the very nature of our work, the now-
fashionable concept of sustainability has 
always been inherent and intuitive in our 
approach to design.  Ryden Architects 
advocates historic preservation as the 
original and ultimate approach to sustainable 
architecture.  Moreover, our new buildings 
are designed with the environment using 
lessons learned from our extensive studies of 
indigenous and vernacular architecture.  By 
following our architectural bliss, we now fi nd 
ourselves happily involved in the broader 
cultural issues of environmental justice as well 
as in building sustainability.

“These old buildings do not belong to us only,
they belong to our forefathers

and they belong to our descendants
unless we play them false.  

They are not in any sense our own property 
to do as we like with them.  

We are only trustees for those 
that come after us.”

William Morris 
Oxford, England 1876



WE EXPLORE...

...and evaluate architecture, construction, 
community planning and development in the 
context of history.  Thorough investigation 
and documentation is the foundation of our 
work for cultural resource management.  Our 
meticulous research reports and detailed as-
found conditions drawings are often cited in 
scholarly works and used by design profes-
sionals in subsequent projects.

WE ENLIGHTEN...

...regulatory agencies, universities, design 
professionals and the public about all aspects 
of heritage conservation.  One of our most 
important contributions in promoting the 
cause of architecture and historic preservation 
is our ceaseless work toward public aware-
ness and education.  We work for environ-
mental justice for cultural groups and ethnic 
communities whose properties and lifeways 
are affected by public works projects.

WE ENVISION...

...architectural designs, master plans and 
design guidelines that affect not only indi-
vidual buildings but also community develop-
ment.   Our work in architecture and planning 
spans a broad range of scale and scope, urban 
and rural, historic and new.  Because our 
designs complement the architectural integ-
rity of existing streetscapes or rural settings, 
we strengthen the authentic sense of place in 
communities where we work.
We improve the quality and sustainability of 
our new building projects by applying the 
design process and conservation standards we 

follow for historic preservation projects.  

WE ENHANCE...

...existing buildings with new designs 
that respect the work of the creator archi-
tect.  Because our preservation designs 
comply with The Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards, we assure the Institute, our profes-
sional colleagues, and the community that the 
signifi cant work of past design professionals 
is conserved, recognized and up-lifted.  

WE ENABLE...

...our architectural colleagues and govern-
mental agencies to incorporate contextual 
sensitivity into their work on or about historic 
buildings.  
We demystify the historic preservation 
compliance process for other design profes-
sionals by guiding their design approach and 
by mediating with regulatory agencies.  We 
assist in resolving confl icts between building 
codes and preservation standards.  



and Evaluate Architecture, Constructi on, Community 
Planning and Development in the Context of History

E X P L O R E

Corral House at 
the YUMA QuarterMaster Depot

YUMA, AZ - 1994 - HISTORIC AMERICAN SURVEY DOCUMENTATION  

The 1867 adobe Corral House is one of six 
remaining structures of the Yuma Quarter-
master Depot which was established by the 
U.S. Army in 1864 to supply the troops and 
forts of the Southwest.  Our stabilization 
work of the water-damaged adobe began 
with comprehensive analysis of the build-
ing’s remaining fabric to determine sources of 

deterioration.  We recommended proper pres-
ervation methods and presented a composite 
restoration option to resolve the problem of 
simultaneously interpreting two unrelated 
eras of development (1867 Army and 1928 
US Reclamation Service) without losing 
building fabric from either era. 



MCFarland State Historic Park
FLORENCE, AZ -  2004 -  ADOBE STABILIZATION 

Although the adobe courthouse had stood 
since 1878 with very little structural prob-
lems, the rainstorm fl oods of 2001 created 
extensive damage by causing foundation 
movement that cracked 18-inch-thick adobe 
walls from bottom to top.  The wood fl oor 
of the courtroom heaved and split open.  
The plastered adobe walls began to bulge 
along the porch fl oors.  Arizona State Parks 
called upon Ryden Architects to evaluate and 
stabilize the adobe walls and other associ-
ated problems.  We rallied our trusted team 
of structural, soils and civil engineers, land 
surveyor, and adobe conservator/contractor 
to assist us in investigating and evaluating 

the interrelated causes of the damage.  It was 
determined that the clay soils beneath the 
building have the unusual characteristic when 
wetted to collapse under heavy loading but 
to expand under light loading.  This phenom-
enon caused the major wall cracks and fl oor 
split.  

We solved the problem by devising a strategy 
of preventing water from reaching the build-
ing by installing a system of concrete barrier 
walls concealed beneath the wood porches 
and a system of French drains and swales to 
remove quickly any water that might collect 
under the porches against the adobe walls.  



As a part of the negotiations Ryden Archi-
tects was retained by the City of Phoenix to 
provide design guidelines and development 
master plan for the Castle’s 36-acre desert 
property which permits an appropriate level 
of development while preventing damage to 
the character of the site.  Important consid-
erations include view corridors, compatible 
materials and massing, specifi c locations of 
permitted facilities, and required access ways. 
The study related the physical features of the 
site and buildings to the history.

Tovrea Castle & 
Carrarro Cactus Gardens

PHOENIX, AZ -  1991 - HISTORIC BUILDING ANALYSIS, 
DESIGN GUIDELINES & NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION 



Sahuaro Ranch
GLENDALE, AZ -  1995 -  RESTORATION &

HISTORIC AMERICAN SURVEY DOCUMENTATION

Sixteen historic barnyard buildings and struc-
tures of this turn-of-the-twentieth-century 
ranch were evaluated and restored in light of 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation for their adaptive use as a part 
of this municipal recreational & historical 
park.  

The preservation plan identifi ed various 
development considerations including en-
vironmental constraints, appropriateness of 
adaptive uses, resource interpretation, visitor 
requirements, traffi c patterns, utilities, exist-
ing landscaping, maintenance and security.  



Regulatory Agencies,  Universities,  Design Professionals 
and the Public about Heritage Conservation

E N L I G H T E N

The City of Winslow desired to acquire the 
1930 La Posada Hotel and Depot from the 
ATSF Railroad for the purpose of creating 
a community center, museum, visitor center 
and city offi ces.  The railroad had owned 
this remarkable property since they built it in 
cooperation with the Fred Harvey Company 
and Mary E. J. Colter, architect of many 
signifi cant buildings throughout the South-
west and at Grand Canyon National Park.  
Ryden Architects conducted a due-diligence 
evaluation of the building and grounds, with a 
goal of identifying any defi ciencies or hidden 
problems the City may have to address should 
they acquire the property.  We also prepared 
a preliminary feasibility study for various 
adaptive-use strategies.

La Posada Hotel & 
ATSF Passenger Depot

WINSLOW, AZ -  1991- 
PRELIMINARY HISTORIC BUILDING ASSESSMENT



F. Q. Story Neighborhood
PHOENIX, AZ -  1989 -  HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY & 

WALKING TOUR 

The F.Q. Story Historic District is a sam-
pler of early-twentieth-century house styles 
including the Bungalow Style, Period Revival 
Styles and the Early Ranch Style.  Its palm-
lined streetscape present a charming setting 
for the architectural gems that were once 
the homes of prominent citizens of Phoenix.  
Ryden Architects trained and coordinated 
neighborhood volunteers to conduct the fi eld 
survey and archival research needed for us to 
evaluate the signifi cance and integrity of the 
homes and streetscapes.  The survey data was 
directly applicable to our preparation of the 
National Register nomination that still serves 
as the basis for on-going preservation projects 
within the district.



Twelve communities are served by the county 
library system.  Many of them also have a 
historical society.  Fountain Hills wished 
to initiate and implement this collaborative 
library/historical society program.  Based 
upon the history and culture of the commu-
nity, each historical society gathers artifacts 
representing events, persons, building, and 
archaeology of the area.  The public library 
provides books, maps, and photos which 
expand upon the historic themes.  Placed in 
an antique trunk, the artifacts, documents 

and books are circulated by the Maricopa 
County Librrary to its 12 local libraries on its 
book-mobile.  The Trunk of Treasures can be 
checked out by schools, youth groups, and 
service orginizations.

Modern Phoenix Commercial Architecture
reveals the often overlooked buildings of 
business from the post-World War II era.  By 
putting our hometown architecture into the 
broader context of the nation-wide Modern-
ist Movement, this new book emphasizes the 
artistic value of Phoenix best buildings and 
pleads the case for their preservation.  The 
introductory narration examines how Phoenix 
is connected to the origins of Modernist 
architecture and how our local visionaries 
of change brought their dreams to real-
ity.  The second half of the book turns to a 
photographic essay on eighty representative 
structures that best refl ect our bright city’s 
aesthetic and economic transformation. 

The book ends as it begins - with the mes-
sage of optimism and hope.  By encouraging 
an appreciation of the “Greatest Genera-
tion’s” architecturally expressed aspirations, 
today’s leaders, entrepreneurs, and citizens of 
Phoenix can be motivated to bring these mid-
century marvels of Modernist architecture 
into new relevancy, utility and inspiration for 
future generations. 

Modern Phoenix 
Commercial Architecture

PHOENIX,  AZ -  2007 -  BOOK COMMISSION

- Trunk of Treasures - 
Maricopa County Libraries

PHOENIX,  AZ -  2000 - 
COLLABORATIVE CULTURAL OUTREACH PROJECT



Having rehabilitated four important historical 
buildings for modern uses, the City of Tempe 
has now taken responsibility for their care 
and maintenance.  The nineteenth-century 
Queen Anne farmhouse of Neils Petersen to-
day is the home of the Tempe Historical Mu-
seum.  The Hackett House and Tempe Bakery 
have been adapted for use as the Sister Cities 
Gift Shop.  And municipal offi ces now fi ll the 
Governor B.B. Moeur House.  Ryden Archi-
tects has prepared four cyclical maintenance 
manuals to guide Tempe’s maintenance crews 

in the proper repairs of the archaic materials.  
These manuals, based on The Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, also 
present a schedule for the inspection and care 
of the buildings on a regular basis. Thus, once 
restored, the City’s maintenance program 
will prevent them from falling into a state 
of disrepair that could devolve into serious 
deterioration.

Tempe Historic Building 
Cyclical Maintenance Manuals

TEMPE,  AZ -  2002 -  



Most people are surprised to learn that the 
fi rst Anglo settlement in the Las Vegas Val-
ley was Mormon mission and fortifi ed way 
station established in 1855.  This Nevada 
State Parks preservation and infrastructure 
project required a multi-disciplinary for 
research, analysis and design.  Historical 
architects and planners, a historical land-
scape architect, archaeologists, interpretive 
exhibit specialists and civil engineers from 
Stantec  collaborated to develop the plan and 
design authentic replicas of historic buildings.  
Modern construction methods and materials 
(concrete block, steel) were incorporated with 
the archaic materials (stone, adobe, timber) 
to create authentic character while meeting 
current building codes.  The Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards guided our reconstruction 
of missing buildings, which were detailed 
to differentiate them from the original fort 
building while still complementing it.  

E N V I S I O N
New Designs,  Master Plans,  and Guidlines for 

Building and Development

OLD LAS VEGAS MORMON FORT
LAS VEGAS, NV -  1994 -  HISTORIC BUILDING PRESERVATION PLANS 



The City of Tempe commissioned Ryden 
Architects to guide a long-term, phased 
rehabilitation project to adapt the 1882 
Elias-Rodriguez House for use as a Mexican-
American heritage center and period house 
museum.  We worked with the Elias-Rodri-
guez Cultural Foundation in researching and 
planning the restoration of the main house 
and in reconstructing the missing adjacent 
house-store.  The stabilization phase required 
creative design solutions which maintained 
the adobe building’s historic integrity in 
compliance with The Secretary’s Standards, 
while meeting Tempe’s strictly interpreted 
construction code.  The yardscape was also 
restored with its irrigation acequia, vegetable 
and herb garden, fruit trees, outhouse, and 
summer kitchen ramada.  

Elias - Rodriguez House
TEMPE, AZ -  1992-2001 - HISTORIC BUILDING PRESERVATION & 

ADAPTIVE USE REHABILITATION DESIGN

- 2001 VALLEY FORWARD AWARD OF MERIT FOR RESIDENTIAL HISTORICAL PRESERVATION -
- 2002 CITY OF TEMPE BEAUTIFICATION AWARD-

- 2002 GOVERNOR’S AWARD-

MCCormick Railroad Park
SCOTTSDALE, AZ -  1999 - 

DEVELOPMENT MASTER PLAN AND NEW BUILDINGS

- 1998 VALLEY FORWARD “CRESCORDIA” AWARD- 

This very popular park is unique among the 
City of Scottsdale’s recreation parks in that 
it is based upon a particular theme and the 
miniature train ride which circles the prop-
erty.  Its high public use and ineffi ciency of 
operations prompted the City to retain Cella 
Barr and Ryden Architects to make exten-
sive changes and additions to the grounds, 
landscaping, infrastructure and buildings.  
Ryden Architects developed a visual design 
approach for the park, integrating existing 
features with historic railroad styles and 
features.  We also designed six new build-
ing as and structures, including the 5500-sf 
Administration Building (modeled after the 
Clifton Depot), the Carousel Pavilion, the 
Train Ride Passenger Platform, the Train 
Exhibit Boarding Platform, the Restroom 
Building (modeled after Castle Hot Springs 
Depot), and the relocation of the Snack Bar 
Caboose and new shade structure.  



historic facades yuma main street
YUMA, AZ -  1991 - REHABILITATION 

- 1992 AZ MAIN STREET PROGRAM DESIGN AWARD - 

In the 1920s, when Yuma Main Street was 
a vibrant thriving place, most of the three 
blocks of commercial buildings were built 
that survive there today.  Unfortunately, by 
the late 1960s business had fallen off in the 
downtown when a new mall was built on 

\
the other side of town.  To compete with the 
newcomer, the City transformed the Main 
Street into an ersatz mall by blocking off traf-
fi c, building a plaza in the road, and in-fi lling 

the arcaded facades.  This drastic and ill-
advised action killed what little life was left 
in downtown.  So it was, some twenty years 
later, that the City asked Ryden Architects to 
open the arcades and restore the facades in 
an effort to revive the downtown economy.  
Extensive archival research and fi eld inves-
tigation informed our solution to restoration.  
The removal of the in-fi ll and façade veneers 
revealed that nearly all the arcades and front 
walls remained intact.  Many of the original 
storefronts also had survived.  Extensive 
work in masonry, carpentry and plastering 
restored the facades to their original condi-
tion.  This restoration treatment, coupled 
with the development of the nearby Yuma 
Crossing National Landmark and Main Street 
Program events, initiated a renewed interest 
in the downtown area and sparked a revival 
of the business environment that continues to 
this day.



Casa Malpais 
National Historic Landmark

SPRINGERVILLE, AZ -1990 TO 1994 -
INTERPRETIVE MASTER PLAN  

Casa Malpais is a prehistoric ruin encompass-
ing over 16 acres overlooking the headwaters 
of the Little Colorado River in the White 
Mountains.  The archaeologists of the Louis 
Berger Group and the historical architect 
of Ryden Architects undertook an exten-
sive heritage conservation program for the 
Town of Springerville.  The project entailed 
site mapping, archaeological excavations, 
development of an extensive public volunteer 
program, ruin stabilization, oral histories, 
Native American coordination and Native 
programs, preservation planning, museum 

and exhibit development, and interpretive site 
trail development.  The Berger/Ryden team 
was responsible for obtaining several hundred 
thousand dollars in grants and donations for 
project development.  The program also en-
tailed presentations to both the general public 
and professional audiences across Arizona, 
plus a major national and international media 
program which included television (CNN, 
A&E, NBC, CBS, ABC), newspaper (LA 
Times, New York Times, Washington Post, 
etc.) and magazine (Smithsonian, Sunset, 
Arizona Highways). 



Existing Buildings with New Designs 
that Respect the Work of the Creator Architect.

ENHANCE

Following a disastrous fi re in 2003, the 
Episcopal Diocese commissioned Ryden 
Architects to design a new sanctuary interior, 
rather than a restored interior, which respects 
the historic feeling, structure and architectural 
integrity of the surviving 1927 church build-
ing.  It also meets the changing functional 
needs and liturgical evolution of the Church.  
We artistically solved the technical problems 
of creating a congregational worship space 
that also serves as a public performance 
space.  Our design addressed the replacement 
of structure, redwood wall and ceiling fi n-

ishes, furnishings, altar, pulpit, grand piano, 
and pipe organ.  The worshipful feeling 
and acoustics of the original sanctuary have 
returned and are enhanced by our respect 
for the underlying Renaissance proportions 
and sacred geometry hidden in the patterns 
of the historic church rather than by overtly 
applying replica historic details. A new glass 
and redwood narthex isolates the nave from 
street noise and heat from the main entrance.  
Also, a new columbarium and prayer chapel 
provides a quiet alcove for meditation.

TRINITY CATHEDRAL
PHOENIX, AZ - 2007 - 

REHABILITATION OF THE FIRE-DAMAGED SANCTUARY



Before - Fire Damage

After - Rehabilitation



Hannys
PHOENIX, AZ -  2008  - ADAPTIVE USE REHABILITATION 

When Vic Hanny held the grand opening 
of his new clothing store in 1947, the “new 
look” of his building was in stark contrast to 
the typical conservative formality of earlier 
retail buildings in Phoenix.  The Hanny’s 
store is signifi cant for its Modernist stylistic 
treatment and for the use of architectural 
design as a merchandising technique.  Its 
opening is a milestone in the evolution of 
commercial architecture in Phoenix.  The 
use of the International Modernist Style was 
a revolutionary departure from the more 
eclectic or traditional styles typically found 
in Phoenix before World War II.  Many of the 
existing buildings in Phoenix were remodeled 
to mimic its clean, modern detailing. 

This “new look” and use of architecture as a 
merchandising technique is accepted today as 
a concept of progressive merchandising.  It 
has become commonplace today, but was rev-
olutionary when fi rst applied to the Hanny’s 
building.  Originally designed by prominent 
Phoenix architects, Lescher & Mahoney, 
Hanny’s is their pivotal work representing a 
departure from the eclectic styles of the fi rst 
half of the century and their entrance into the 
contemporary styles of post-war America.  
Today, Karl Kopp, a nationally known 
restaurateur, is rehabilitating the building as 
a trendy new downtown eatery and bar.  By 
keeping the name “Hanny’s,” synonymous 

with fashion trend setting in Phoenix, Karl 
enthusiastically observes that “you once went 
to Hanny’s to get dressed up; you’ll now 
come to Hanny’s to be dressed up.”  

Ryden Architects plays a very important role 
in the project team as architect of the building 
shell restoration and as historic preservation 
consultant.  We collaborate with the tenant 
improvement architects Predock+Frane to 
assure the seamless integration of fi re-life 
safety features with the restaurant/bar de-
signs.  Ryden Architects is also responsible 
for advising the project team of historic 
preservation compliance required by the City 
of Phoenix façade grant and by the federal In-
vestment Tax Credit Program.  We assist the 
contractor, G.B. Mannisto, in safeguarding 
the character-defi ning features of the building 
as construction progresses. 



Hayden Flour Mill and Silos
TEMPE, AZ -  2008  - HISTORIC BUILDING PRESERVATION PLAN  

Ryden Architects collaborated with Archaeo-
logical Consulting Services, Inc. to prepare a 
comprehensive preservation plan for Tempe’s 
landmark and icon, the Hayden Flour Mill 
and Silos.  The City of Tempe wanted this 
extensive document to provide a basis for the 
sale of the property to Avenue Communities 
and as the requirements for rehabilitation as 
a mixed-use facility.  The 1919 Mill Build-
ing will be adapted for use as offi ces, retail 
stores and restaurants through alteration of 
the interior and the construction of a large 
modern addition.  In a later phase, the 1952 
Silos may be converted for use as document 
storage, visitors center, restaurant and gallery 
with a modern addition for offi ces.  

The process by which this project was 
conducted in parallel to acquisition negotia-
tions was nothing short of amazing, balancing 
legalities, fi nancing, politics, technical issues, 
regulatory requirements, and schedule.  A 
multi-disciplinary team approach included 
not only the archaeologists, architects, his-
torians and engineers, but also the City, the 

developer, the code enforcers, and the pres-
ervation agencies.  A complex but workable 
program of consultations, reviews, concur-
rences and approvals kept the project running 
smoothly.  The preservation plan will guide 
architects GouldEvans and Line and Space in 
preparing rehabilitation plans.  

The Pendley Ranch
at SLide rock State Park

OAK CREEK CANYON,  AZ - 1989 - 
HISTORIC BUILDING ANALYSIS AND REHABILITATION

This project included initial electrical and 
water site utility development, rehabilitation 
of the historic Brown House as a fee collec-
tion station, ranger offi ces, and restoration 
of the Bungalow Style Pendley Homestead.  
The project also included construction of a 
new restroom building, the design of which 
responded to its historic and natural environ-
ment as well as to local water-quality issues.  
Incorporating composting toilets, a gray 
water system, and an evapo-transpiration 
(ET) bed, the new restroom disposes of 100% 
of the waste generated in an ecologically safe 
manner.

Wine Bar at Penthouse

ASU Art Gallery

Commercial Record Storage

Tempe Record Storage

Tempe Historical Museum /
Traveling Exhibits

Hayden Mill Visitor Center
Entry Lobby for 
Museum and 
Mill Visitor Center

Section Cut through Silos - Proposed Adavptive Uses               16.XI.2007
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our Architectural Colleagues and Governmental 
Agencies to Incorporate Contextual Sensitivity 

into Their Work Effecting Historic Buildings

ENABLE

The UOFA OlD main Building 
TUCSON,  AZ -  2001 TO 2007 -

REHABILITATION OF THE MAIN FLOOR

A new-found pride in the University’s history 
as conveyed by its buildings inspired interest 
to rehabilitate the main fl oor of the 1888 Old 
Main Building for use as a welcome center 
for potential and matriculating freshmen.  
M3 Engineering and Technology, along with 
Ryden Architects, was commissioned to un-
dertake the design and oversee the construc-
tion.  Ryden Architects intense analysis of 
archival data suggested that the many years 
of inappropriate remodeling had obscured 
the biaxial symmetry of the fl oor plan and 
had concealed rows of arches in the corridor 
walls.  This theory was proven true with the 
selective dismantling of certain modern frame 

walls.  The revelation of the original volumes, 
openings and fi nishes of the main level 
infl uenced the new adaptive use plan. This 
coherent rehabilitation plan complements 
the biaxial symmetry and the repetitive use 
of squares.  New features introduced to the 
corridors, such as a lowered ceiling and glass 
in-fi ll of the arches, were executed in modern 
materials as a contrast to the surviving origi-
nal fi nishes.  The space now is enjoyed by 
newcomers and provides the   
positive fi rst impression that the University 
desired.   



Phoenix Union High School
PHOENIX, AZ -  2004  - REHABILITATION GUIDELINES  

Entrusted with the civic responsibility of 
rehabilitating the three surviving, original 
buildings of Phoenix Union High School, 
The City of Phoenix commissioned Ryden 
Architects to evaluate their physical condi-
tion, architectural integrity and adaptive use 
potential.  The City was negotiating with 
Arizona State University and the University 
of Arizona to convert the landmark buildings 
as a joint-use biomedical research facility.  
Working closely with the ultimate users in 
developing adaptive use programs, we de-
veloped rehabilitation recommendations for 
sensitive conversion of the buildings as ad-
ministration offi ces, classrooms, and a high-
tech media/lecture center.  Ryden Architects’ 
rehabilitation guidelines became the basis for 
the SmithGroup to design and complete the 
conversion of the three landmark buildings.  

Having the highest level of architectural 
integrity and the most complex functional 
needs, the 1911/1929 auditorium was a 
challenge to modernize while respecting 
its character-defi ning features.  By skill-
fully blending the new with the old, Ryden 
Architects proposed a rehabilitation option 
that addressed line-of-sight improvements, 
handicap access, acoustical and lighting de-
sign, fi re-life safety, performance and lecture 
uses, computer interface, satellite television 
broadcast technology, energy conservation, 
conference and restroom facilities, and opera-
tions considerations.  
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Valley Metro
Light Rail Projects

METRO PHOENIX,  AZ -  2002 TO 2008 - 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND AESTHETICS CONSULTATION 

As a component of the environmental impact 
statement required for the development of 
the Light Rail system throughout the com-
munities of the Salt River Valley, historic 
resources must be identifi ed, evaluated and 
appropriately treated if impacted by the 
undertaking.  Ryden Architects, as the historic 
preservation consultant to the archaeologists/
historians of URS, Inc., has collaborated with 
the Valley Metro staff in preparing the essen-
tial documentation of historic buildings and 
districts and the recommendations for align-
ment selection for the rails and placement 
of stations.  Ryden Architects also served as 
aesthetics sensitivity advisor to the several 

architectural fi rms who were commissioned 
to design the Light Rail stations near historic 
buildings.  We were also asked to provide 
design recommendations for the creation of 
the Light Rail bridge spanning the Tempe 
Town Lake.  We guided the consultation with 
the City and State Historic Preservation Of-
fi cers in gaining concurrence with the track 
alignments, station designs, and mitigation 
treatments including interpretive graphics.  
Our historic preservation consultation has 
made a signifi cant impact on the design of the 
Light Rail system.  

Herring Hall
as the UOFA Herbarium 

TUCSON,  AZ -  2001 TO 2003 - 
HISTORIC BUILDING ANALYSIS AND REHABILITATION CONSULTATION

- 2005 GOVERNOR’S AWARD FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION - 

The College of Agriculture maintains a 
world-famous collection of preserved 
specimens of arid region plants, but their 
collection had outgrown its space.  The 
University commissioned M3 Engineering 
and Technology with Ryden Architects in the 
rehabilitation of the 1903 Herring Hall as the 
new herbarium and research center.  To allow 
the historic gymnasium to accommodate the 
new function it was necessary to “fl oat” a 
mezzanine fl oor that did not touch the side 
walls or windows.  The basement fl oor had to 
be lowered four feet to allow installation of 
the herbarium storage cabinets.  

As historic preservation consultant Ryden 
Architects conducted the historic building 
analyisis and prepared the rehabilitation 
recommendations report.  We assisted in the 
adaptive-use design and consulted with the 
structural engineer in developing the strategy 
for lowering the basement fl oor four feet and 
underpinning the stone foundation walls.
We developed the preservation specifi cations 
and details and consulted with the State His-
toric Preservation Offi cer to assure compli-
ance with the federal preservation standards.  
We also supplemented M3 Engineering 
with construction observation and submittal 
review.



Hoover Dam By-Pass Bridge &
Interpretive Plaza

HOOVER DAM,  AZ -  2001 TO PRESENT - 

Ryden Architects served as the historic 
preservation compliance consultant and local 
architectural design consultant on the nation-
wide interdisciplinary design team headed 
by HDR Engineering, Inc.  As historical 
architects intimately familiar with the history 
of the Colorado River region, we developed 
contexts for the interpretive exhibits and 
contributed to guidelines for the architectural 
and engineering designs.  In concert with the 
team members, Ryden Architects developed 
recommendations for design of architectural 
features at the Colorado River Bridge and its 
associated facilities.  

We have designed a visitor plaza and inter-
pretive facility at the Nevada end of the new 
Colorado River Bridge.  Visitors will pass 
though this plaza by way of a handicap-ac-
cessible trail to the pedestrian walkway of the 
bridge for a breath-taking view of the canyon 
and dam.  Planning for the Bridge Plaza in-
volves considerations of historic preservation, 
vehicular traffi c fl ow, visitor management, 
vandal-resistant features, and Level Four 
national security measures. 
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